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ERA Celebration
The ERA Coalition of Monterey
will sponsor a Message Brigade
Party from 4 to 7 p.m., January 9 at
the House wkthe Four Winds, 540
Calle Principal, Monterey.
The coalition hopes to promote
awareness of the nationwide
message brigade, which is dedicated
to reaching the legislatures of
unratified states. The group has set
a goal of a one-million-name mailing
list.
Riane Eisler, who will autograph
copies of her ERA Handbook, and
the ghost of Alice Paul will be
honored guests at the event.
“It’s a party,” explained Pat
Lala, party committee chair. “It’s an
opportunity for everyone who is for
the ERA to get together and have a
good time. We’ve got to put it (the
ERA) over the top,” she added.
Festivities will include an “I’ve
Come A Long Way Auction,” at
which items of traditional
memorabilia will be sold to the
highest bidder. A pair of white
gloves, the silkscreen from the ERA
Walkathon t-shirts, a gift certificate
from the Joy of Travel and objects
d’art will be put on the auctioneer’s
block.
“The auction will be mostly
memories. Things that mean a lot to
the donor in an historical per
spective,” said Lala.
Rosa Maria, feminist fortune
teller and mystic from the Wopaho
tribe, will be on hand to read palms
from 4 to 5 p.m. A program of skits
will be presented.
Wine, non-alcoholic punch and
hors d’oeuvres will be served at the
event, which is open to the public.
No admission will be charged.
Assisting Lala on the party
committee are Sharon Gehl, Mary
Moran and Sheila Knaust.

Women Voice Wishes for 1982
Amy Krupski: I wish women would take
responsibility for themselves, for ourselves. In the
women’s movement we finally saw the need to be
human beings, yet we still tend to return to that
“safe place.” We were never taught to face fears
and anxieties, whereas boys, men, are taught this.
Carole Conception: My wish is that women
out there and stand up for yourself!”
might gain greater inner awareness. Yes, inner “GoWith
women, that “safe place” tends to mean
awareness is my real wish for all women. To blaming someone else, to externalize. Women have
become aware of our own capabilities. We women to face their own desires to remain dependent and
tend to hold ourselves back, to the point of suicide!
the resulting conflict between autonomy and
We give men power over us because of the dependence.
patterns of our rearing. Children are programmed.
The cultural and historical perspective had to be
I’m trying to de-program my children — or re validated,
but we miist move on now and give
program them. I like to think in “patterns” rather power to ourselves.
than culture. Patterns can be changed, a habit can
be broken in 21 days.
Besides being a woman, I’m also a minority.
Elmarine Flint: I really hope that the movement
Then I found myself at home, not working, with
small children, in an intolerable situation. I’ve will become reactivated for passage of ERA. Short
learned that I’m not alone, other people have been of that, let’s hope for some kind of legislation or
taken advantage of also. Some people do take unfair constitutional arrangement for genderless equality.
We must plunge headlong into nuclear arms
advantage, especially men of women. There again,
reduction.
Traditionally it has been the women, the
it is part of the pattern; it has been considered part
of the culture.
(Continued on page 2)

(Editor’s Note: Grace Lou Osoinach posed the
question “What is your wish for women in 1982?” to
seven area women. Printed below are their
responses.)
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1982: ‘I Wish Men Could Have Babies’
(Continued from page 1)

peace-loving mothers of the men who fight and die
in the wars who have fought for peace. Now we
must become even more active to stop the nuclear
madness. There are many ways of protest, both
active and passive.
Women should seriously consider their con
tribution to the evil efforts which our taxes sup
port. Fifty-five cents of every dollar goes for
“defense.”
Another unfortunate thing is the image of
abrasive women that has been projected, largely by
the media, which has scared off some women who
might otherwise have become active.

Tania Abbey: I wish that men could have babies!
Seriously though, they could be more like women in
their attitudes toward babies, toward children — all
people.
I also wish that women wouldn’t be Mrs.
Husband’s Name, or worse, Mrs. Husband’s Title,
like Doctor, Judge, whatever.
Edith Wissman: It’s time to relinquish some of
the customs, like colors in baby clothes, and being

surprised when women are superior, except maybe
for Mme. Curie — everybody expects her to be
superior. It’s still part of protecting little girls, but
allowing boys to have adventures. People are still
surprised at “tom-boys” and are still curtailing
girls’ education from infancy.

We were three girls with a European mother.,
who was independent minded, but had an autocratic
husband. Someone told her, “You don’t have to take
that, you’re, in America.” So we were reared
believing that we could get what we wanted, not by
bull-dozing, but by clear-minded, objective, per
suasive, constructive steps toward goals.
My son’s hobby is sewing, he tailors his own
suits. His wife works at home — she translates
Russian scientific documents for cash and pours
concrete for a new patio. She is a tiny powerhouse
who was reared with no inhibitions. My other
daughter-in-law is a bank manager. I never knew
how great my sons were until they picked their
wives!

Women are suffering from lack of experience,
and I realize that I’ve been guilty of the same thing.
Women can really be hampered, can become in
ferior, or believe it so much that they act inferior,
which is as bad. Little girls should be allowed the
same freedom of getting dirty, experimenting,
being active so that they develop both hemispheres
of the brain. Boys are really forced to be
aggressive, whereas even throwing a ball can be
considered aggressive for a girl. She is told not to
Mary Louise Champion: My hope is that women
hit back.
in my age bracket ('over-. 70) may retain their
physical, mental and financial independence to
enjoy the many advantages of living on this
Martha Beerbaum: I wish we would be our beautiful Peninsula. Also that all women may walk
selves, instead of caring what other people think. If safely, and walk tall in pride and dignity of our
we want to do a thing we should just do it, but not selves without becoming hard and cynical. It is
force unisex on everybody either. We should follow important to retain a gentle, loving inner strength
our instincts.
with much flexibility.

Women Voters Strike Back at Reagan
The Los Angeles Times News
Service is reporting that women are
giving more of their time and money
to women’s rights groups since
Ronald Reagan became president.
The National Organization for
Women, the National Women’s
Political Caucus, the National
Abortion Rights Action League, and
Planned Parenthood all report
vastly increased fund-raising and
enrollment in the last year.
Leaders of those groups attribute
their recent successes mostly to
reaction to Reagan and his
congressional supporters who

oppose the Equal Rights Amend
ment and many other women’s
issues, including abortion.

servative Republican tide chip away
at those victories.
And they are worried.

“Reagan has turned out to be one
of the major recruiters for women’s
rights groups of the decade,” said
Jane Wells-Schooley, vice president
of the National Organization for
Women. “There’s definitely been a
backlash.”

Even more significant than
enrollment and fund-raising,
however, is the emergence of a
women’s voting bloc in three suc
cessive elections — Reagan’s and
the gubernatorial contests in New
Jersey and Virginia.

Women who for years accepted
certain gains — like legalized
abortion and equal funding for
education programs — as secure
because there was a rightness about
them now are watching a con

The evidence is found in exit polls
that caught voters as they left the
voting booths and in recent Harris
and Gallup polls. They found that
more women voted for candidates
who backed the ERA; they chose

Carter over Reagan, and Virginia
Gov.-elect Charles Robb over his
opponent, Marshall Coleman.
In recent public opinion polls, only
49 percent of women are reported
satisfied with Reagan’s job per
formance compared to 65 percent of
the men.

“That’s phenomenal,” said WellsSchooley of the 16 percentage-point
difference. “The gap between men
and women has doubled since
November 1980.”
The emergence of a women’s
voting bloc — something activists
have longed to see develop —
“cannot be denied,” she said.
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PENIS ENVY
I GUESS.

PLASTIC BAG AND DUMPED
IT IN AN ALLEY!

notes from Demeter

Happy
New
Year

letters
Poetry Goof
Editor:
You have a really excellent
newspaper, but the poetry page
isn’t the best part of it. In December
you published a poem by Snooker
Barth of which the first six lines are
a slight misquotation of the first six
lines of Edna St. Vincent Millay’s
Sonnet xlii. Our sisters ought to get
credit when they are quoted, even
after they are dead. They should
also be quoted correctly; leaving out
two “and”s does not improve the
scansion.
I also notice that you published
the same poem twice, in December
of last year and again this
November. All this bespeaks a
certain desperation. Are you sure
you really need a poetry page?
Diane Moore
San Francisco
Editor:
Demeter has provided me with
many good feelings and hours of
contemplation over opinions, stories
and issues. One of the best parts for
poetry. It seems to reflect the heart

me, though, has always been the
and soul of what women think and
feel.
This month, however, I was
surprised, disappointed and of
fended by reading one of the poems.
I was surprised to see the beautiful
words of a noteworthy woman —
Edna St. Vincent Millay — and
disappointed that Snooker Barth
and not she was given credit for her
poem.
I trusted that the poetry in
Demeter was original work by local
women and, as an amateur, mid
night poet, I am offended.
I hate to think deceit was in
tentional by Demeter, yet wonder
at the character of
‘Snooker
Barth” to allow her name to be used.
I hope that in the future we see
credit given where due and poems
of published, literary greats
separated from local, amateur
“greats,” thereby encouraging those
who may be timid about having
their poetry compared to that of
Edna St. Vincent Millay or others of
her caliber.
Mary Kay Hamilton
Monterey

Women Get Awards
Two
accomplished
women,
Virginia Satir and Laura Huxley,
were honored recently for their
lives of achievement by University
Without Walls, when June Sch
wartz of the Monterey Peninsula
presented an honorary Doctor of
Human Services degree to Satir.

mission on the Status of Women.
Laura Huxley is best known for
her pioneering involvement in the
human potential movement, which
she was associated with her
husband, author Aldous Huxley.

Noted author John Lilly awarded
a similar degree to Huxley at a
convocation at the First Christian
Church in Santa Monica. Also
awarded
degrees were
Gus
Newport, mayor of Berkeley, and
George Korey, president of the
Canadian School of Management.
Virginia Satir is a highly
respected author and pioneer in the
field of family therapy whose books
are used in training programs in
marriage and family counseling, and
are considered by the California
State Board of Behavioral Science
Examiners to be a primary source.
Satir, the innovator of the “entire
family” approach to therapy, has
been named “most influential
therapist for other practitioners” by
the Group for the Advancement of
Psychiatry.
June Schwartz, a former student
of Satir, works as a breath coach in
Monterey County, where she also
has become known as a political
activist to promote health for
women. She chairs the Natividad
Medical Center Advisory Com
mission, and served for four years
on the Monterey County Com

Gift Subscriptions
Editor:
I would like to thank Barbara
Licht-Greenberg for her article “We
Need Dollars To Make Change.”
I can’t afford to take for granted
something I value so highly.
I would like to give gift sub
scriptions to several friends and to
make a donation.
Edith P.
Monterey

Lennon Enlightening
Editor:
I’m so deeply moved and
enlightened by Sandra Bennett’s
timely article on John Ono Lennon. I
will keep it and share it and am
looking forward to reading more
from Ms. Bennett and subscribing to
your wonderful publication.
Chic Vicino
Carmel

University
Without
WallsInternational College offers in
dividually designed, self-paced B.A.,
M.A. and Ph.D. degree programs
incorporating
tutors,
student
clusters and staff faculty. The
University’s program combines
instruction with related life ex
perience so that students may
acquire education and degrees with
minimal disruption of work and
family patterns.

JUNE SCHWARTZ

Happy to Contribute
Editor:
The quality of Demeter is so high
and the contents so vital that I am
happy to donate toward the deficit
Barbara speaks of in the November
issue. I am very glad for the
existence of this woman’s voice in
our community.
Lenore Spalaris
San Jose

Bravos for Activism
Editor:
Congratulations, praises, ap
plause, hoorahs, cheers, bravos and
all that good stuff on the last issue.
Your new “political” image suits
my tastes. I’ve savored every issue
of Demeter since I landed on the
Peninsula over two years ago, but I
think this one most satisfied my
needs. I feel a strong need to be
pushed into activism on a regular
basis, and you’re doing it!
Just one small request, please.
Can we avoid having Plexus and
Demeter arrive the same day? It’s
just too much to take all at once.
Linda Crowe
Salinas

Pro-Choice Week in
Monterey, Jan. 17—23
January 17 to 23 has been
designated Pro-Choice Week for
1982. The Reproductive Rights
Coalition of Monterey County is
sponsoring events throughout the
week which will call attention to the
basic human right of women to bear
children by choice and not by
coercion.

LAURA HUXLEY

VIRGINIA SATIR

(Editor's Note: Deceit certainly
was not intended by Demeter, but
in the crush at deadline, the poem
referred to above simply got by the
editor. If anyone would like to help
edit the poetry page, please contact
us.)

Highlighting the week will be
Apple Pie Day on Thursday,
January 21 when a chartered bus
will take 50 peninsulans to
Sacramento for a day of lobbying for
“choice.”
The bus from Monterey will
depart at 7 a.m. from the Del Monte
Shopping Center and return that
evening by 8 p.m. The cost is $14. To
reserve a seat, call Jackie Smith at
624-3982.
For the past two years, Pro
Choice groups from all over
California have gathered at the
capitol to celebrate the anniversary
of the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court
decision, Roe v. Wade, which
legalized abortion.
The slogan for the day is “Choice
is as American as Apple Pie.” Pro
Choice legislators are awarded fresh
apple pies as a sign of appreciation
while legislators actively and
vocally opposed to legal and safe
abortions are presented beautifully
decorated apple cores with the
reminder that “Choice is the core of
democracy.” All legislators receive
Pro Choice information packets.
A petition drive has been
gathering signatures which will be
presented to the legislators as an
indication of the majority support
for freedom of choice for all
Americans. Petitioning in this area
has been under way since December
5 and has accumulated a large
number of supporters.
Rosemary Matson, co-chair of the
Reproductive Rights Coalition, in
urging supporters to “join us on the
bus,” said that “We are closer than

ever to seeing an amendment to the
U.S. Constitution pass Congress
which will outlaw abortion and
certain birth control methods. It is
urgent that we make the issues
clear to the public at large. The Sch
mitz bill outlawing abortion is
holding hearings throughout the
state right now. Our legislators
must know that we in California are
against the so-called human life
amendment in any form.”
The Coalition will also present a
public teach-in at the Monterey
Library on Monday, January 18 at
7:30 p.m. There will be workshops
throughout the week on lobbying,
the political process, religion and
abortion rights, among others.
Churches and temples are being
asked to schedule film showings
with
discussions
for
their
congregants. It is hoped that a large
segment of the community will
participate in this special week.
For information call co-chairs
Rosemary Matson (659-3758) or
Barbara Jackson (659-5138).

Ava Pauling
Readers of last month’s issue may
recall our account of the American
Civil Liberties Union ceremony
honoring Ava Helen Pauling for her
contributions to peace and civil
liberties struggles since the 1920s.
Ms. Pauling, a part-time resident of
Big Sur, died on Monday, December
7, just one month after the ACLU
award was presented. She had
expressed a hope then that she
would be able to see the award
given to another woman next year.
Certainly her spirit will live on in
those of us who carry on her
commitment to peace and human
rights.
Demeter—January, 1982—3
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national news briefs
Compiled from Her Say

New Toxic Shock Wrinkle
Researchers at the University of
Wisconsin have found what they
believe is the first definite
laboratory evidence linking toxic
shock syndrome to tampon use.
The Wall Street Journal reports
the researchers believe tampons
cause the bacteria, staphylococcus
aureus, which are normally present
in the body, to produce a waste
product called entertoxin, which, in
turn, triggers the disease.
The tests were financed, in part,
by tampon manufacturers Procter
and Gamble, Johnson and Johnson,
and Kimberly-Clark. Procter and
Gamble, which voluntarily pulled its
Rely tampons off the market over a
year ago, has since reproduced the
results of the tests in its own
laboratories.

Too Many Men in Congress
A two-year study by an an
thropologist has finally uncovered
what’s wrong with Congress . . . it’s
run by men.
Jack McIver Weatherford, a
Ph.D. in anthropology at the
University of California at San
Diego, compares Congress to the
male ruling councils of the Swahilis
of Kenya, which, Weatherford
claims, are dominated by ceremonial
rituals at the expense of ac
complished work.
Weatherford, who worked on the
legislative staff of Ohio senator
John Glenn, charges that all male
legislators engage in almost-endless

posturing on the floor of Congress
and
in
various
legislative
ceremonies, such as bill-signings.
The women of Congress, he notes,
“work like Trojans” without nearly
as much ceremony.
There’s a whole list of things that
can be done to reform Congress,
says Weatherford, adding, “The
easiest, simplest way is: if enough
women were elected to Congress,
they would cut all the ritual.”

Federal Harassment
Two federal agencies have bowed
to pressure by abortion foes and are
auditing
family
planning
organizations around the country to
make sure no federal funding is used
to promote abortion.
The Department of Health and
Human Services and the General
Accounting Office, at the request of
conservative senators Orrin Hatch
and Jeremiah Denton are auditing
all affiliates of the Planned
Parenthood Federation of America
which receive federal money. Those
affiliates are estimated to include at
least 145 agencies. The audits in
clude reviews of financial records as
well as reading confidential patient
files.
Planned Parenthood President
Faye
Wattleton complained
recently to Secretary of Health and
Human Services Richard Schweiker, charging that the “un
precedented series of audits”
represented an abuse of the power
and machinery of government by
people philosophically opposed to
abortion.

So far, 35 of the family planning
agencies have been or are now being
audited. All have been found to be in
compliance with the law.

No Deterrent
A recent study shows that 45
percent of women with unwanted
pregnancies would still seek an
abortion, even if the procedure were
outlawed.
That’s the finding of a two-year
survey conducted by Choices, a
medical center in Queens, New
York.
Merle Hoffman, director of
Choices, says about the survey’s
findings: “If abortion were outlawed
. . . the consequences would be
barbaric.”
Hoffman says that the results of
the survey make it safe to assume
that, if abortion were banned in the
United States, more than 45 percent
of
women
with unwanted
pregnancies would seek illegal
methods if necessary.

‘Nine to Five’
Twentieth-Century Fox this
month will bring to television a
show about working women based
on the popular movie, “Nine To
Five.”
The show is being executiveproduced by Jane Fonda and Bruce
Gilbert, who formerly worked
together on “The China Syndrome”
and “Coming Home.” The program
will star Dolly Parton’s sister
Rachel Dennison, Rita Moreno, and
Valerie Curtin, in the roles made

famous by Parton, Lily Tomlin and
Fonda.
Fonda says a show about
secretaries is timely now because
we are “At a time when secretaries
have become the most volatile and
controversial sector of the work
force.”
Segment producer Kim Weiskopf
adds, however, the program will not
make “a sledgehammer political
statement” that strongly condemns
either sex.

Fewer Women Editors
It may be another 73 years before
women assume equality at the
newspaper editor’s desk.
That’s according to a research
study, carried out by Dorothy
Jurney, which appeared in the
October edition of the American
Society of Newspaper Editors’
Bulle tin.
Jurney found in a survey of
American newspapers that women
are now executive editors of only
two papers with circulations of over
25,000, and hold no top jobs at all in
the papers with circulations of over
50,000. In addition, she reported
that women associate editors are
actually shrinking in number. A
year ago, she says, 13 women held
that post; now only 10 do.
Male editors reportedly often
argue that women haven’t been in
the business long enough to be
editors themselves. However,
Jurney quotes one woman editor as
saying that idea is “considered a
crock in a profession where women
have
worked
since
the
Revolutionary War.”

Legal Notes
Compiled by Pacific Grove at
torney Nancy Yuenger from The
Los Angeles Daily Journal.)

A 20-year-old Cincinnati woman has
filed a $2.75 million lawsuit for
physical and emotional injuries
against her parents and others who
allegedly kidnapped her and at
tempted to “deprogram” her from a
homosexual relationship.
In the case of Olivia N, a Minor v.
National Broadcasting Company,
Inc., the Court of Appeals has

refused to impose negligence
liability on NBC for conduct inspired
by one of its programs. This case
involved the film Bom Innocent,
which contained an “artificial rape”
scene. Several children who saw the
film then committed a similar act on
the plaintiff. The court reasoned
that imposing liability on a simple
negligence theory would frustrate
vital freedom of speech guarantees.
A Superior Court judge in Los
Angeles has ruled that Billie Jean
King’s former lesbian lover Marilyn
Barnett must move from the Malibu
beach house she claims that King
gave her. This ruling is in a counter suit brought by King and her
husband against Barnett. The
palimony case filed by Barnett will
not come to trial for several years
due to a crowded court calendar.

discrimination in employment
practices of schools and colleges
which receive federal funds was
argued before the U.S. Supreme
Court on December 9. Two school
boards allege that it is meant to
apply only to students. The
government’s attorney retreated
from a position held during the
Carter administration. Previously,
the law had been interpreted as
forbidding sex discrimination
throughout a university. The
current government position is that
the law can be used to penalize only

MARILYN BARNETT
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The
modern-day
Scopes
“monkey” trial began December 7 in
Little Rock, Arkansas. The basis of
the federal lawsuit filed by the
American Civil Liberties Union is a
challenge to the constitutionality of
a new Arkansas law requiring the
“balanced treatment” of creationscience whenever evolution is
taught in public schools. The ACLU
argues that this law violates
separation of church and state.
The State Commission on Judicial
Performance has recommended that
San Diego Municipal Court Judge
Lewis A. Wenyell be removed from
the bench if his conviction on five
counts of engaging in prostitution
becomes final. Judge Wenyell is
appealing his conviction by an
Orange County jury.

Senate conservatives have agreed
to delay consideration of anti
abortion legislation until 1982.
Senator Helms (chief backer of
the bill defining human life as
starting at conception) and Senator
Hatch (chief sponsor of a con
stitutional amendment that would
overturn the 1973 Supreme Court
decision legalizing abortion) advised
a Republican policy luncheon
recently that they would put off a
vote until later in the year.

The question of whether Title IX
of the Education Amendments of
1972 was intended to weed out sex

specific programs that receive
federal funds.

BILLIE JEAN KING

On November 30, the California
Supreme Court heard arguments in
a “wrongful life” case. A four-yearold girl is claiming she was
negligently allowed to be born
despite evidence that §he would be
deaf. Courts have previously
disallowed such suits because public
policy required that any life, even
one with defects, be preferred over
no life, and because of the im
possibility of calculating the dif
ference in value between an im
paired life and no life.

Joy Berta
and
Walter White

DANCE ARTISTS IN CONCERT

Joy Berta and Walter White, dance artists in
concert, will present a special one-night per
formance on Saturday, January 30 at 8 p.m. in the
Monterey Peninsula College Theater.
Berta
and
White
are
performers,
choreographers and teachers. Their styles are
individually different, yet on stage their moves
harmonize.
Joy Berta received her B.A. in dance at the
California Institute of Fine Arts. For three years
she toured and performed internationally with the
Bella Lewitzky Modern Dance Company. She also
apprenticed under the well-known ballet technician
Mia Slavenska. Berta is a member of the dance
faculty at MPC.
Walter White graduated with a B.A. in dance
from U.C. Santa Cruz and an M.F.A. in dance from
the University of Utah. He toured with the Tandy
Beal Dance Co. for three years, He is now a member
of the Monterey Peninsula College dance faculty.
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•January January

1

friday

Lesbian Rap Group begins at 8 p.m.
Topic: 1981 Growth and 1982 Dreams,
Hopes and Resolutions in our personal
and political lives. Call 372-1452 or
624-2133.

5

tuesday

9

January

January

Saturday

“What Does Disabled Mean?”, a
workshop in understanding the
disabled sponsored by Girl Scouts of
America, 9:30-noon at the Marina
Parks & Recreation, 3200 Del Monte.
Cost is 50 cents for scouts, $1 for non
scouts.

Message Brigade Party, 4-7 p.m., at
the House of the Four Winds, 540
Calle Principal, Monterey, sponsored
by the ERA Coalition of Monterey.

January

12

tuesday

Lecture by Lois Epel called
“Introduction to Transactional
Analysis,’’ which is an aid to un
derstanding and chaging interactions
at home, school, work and with
friends. Lecture to be held at the
Family Service Center, 1078 Munras,
Monterey, 12-1 p.m. Also to be held
January 26.

13

The Childbirth Education League
begins a new Childbirth Class, eight
three-hour sessions. Call 375-5737 to
register.

January

Wednesday

Women Against Domestic Violence
general meeting, 6:30 p.m., YWCA,
276 Eldorado, Monterey.

6 Wednesday
Salinas Women’s Crisis Line
volunteer training. Sexual assault and
domestic violence are the fastest
growing crimes in America. Learn
how you can help prevent them and
help your community by becoming a
trained volunteer for the Salinas
Women’s Crisis Line. For seven years
the heart of the line has been a group
of dedicated volunteers. Day time
volunteers are especially needed.
Four-week training will begin 7:309:30 p.m. and continue for three more
Wednesdays. Call Sandy Hull for
location and information, 757-1002.

Parents Anonymous meets 7-8:30
p.m., 6 W. Gabilan, Salinas. Call 7582910.

7

thursday

14

Film dealing with overcoming math
anxiety will be shown at the Cabrillo
College Women’s Center, noon. For
more information call the center at
425-6249.

10

Sunday

Japanese Social-Cultural Project
New Year’s Party at the JapaneseAmerican Citizens League Hall, 424
Adams, Monterey, 5:30 p.m.

Women and the Arts group meets,
7:30 p.m., 810 Pine, Pacific Grove.
Please call Claudia Treadwell for
more information at 624-8220.

8

Get the Job You Want! Jo
Heningberg will speak about
techniques of interviewing, ap
plications and investigating com
panies, a general survey of job
seeking skills it Hartnell College,
Room C-165,12 1 p.m.

Lesbian Rap Group begins, 8 p.m.
Topic: Women and Anger. Call 3721452 or 624-2133.
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15

friday

Lesbian Rap Group begins, 8 p.m.
Topic: Women and Mental Illness, to
discuss support available as a com
munity, as an individual. Call 372-1452
or 624-2133.

Alcohol Awareness
Program in Salinas

friday

Problem Solving for Professionals
and Managers, two-session v jrkshop
in which participants learn to use a
rapid problem-solving model to
resolve issues in their professional
and or personal lives and to develop
goals and specific action plans.
Workshop sponsored by Cypress
Institute, Jan. 8 and 22," 2-2 p.m. Cost
$40. Call 372-6242.

thursday

11

monday

Assertion Training for Women, sixweek class sponsored by Cypress
Institute, 7-8:30 p.m. for six weeks.
Fee: $65. Call 372-6242.

The Alcohol Awareness Program
speaker series, sponsored by
Hartnell College, Salinas Valley
Memorial Hospital and Sun Street
Centers, will sponsor four
presentations in January.
The first, on January 9 at 10
a.m., features Dr. Josette Mondanaro speaking on “Woman and
Poly drug Abuse.”
On January 16, a group of
Salinas women will report on an
alternative or supplement to
Alcoholics Anonymous called
Women for Sobriety.
“Can We Prevent Alcohol
Problems?” is the name of the
lecture to be given on Saturday,
January 23 by Michael Cun
ningham and Nora Lee Bradley of
the state Department of Alcohol
and Drug Programs, who will
present a media prevention
campaign aimed at prevening
alcohol problems among women.
On Saturday, January 30, Dr.
Susan Betetsis will speak on
“Secret Legacies: The Inheritance
of Adult Children of Alcoholics.”
For more information call 7578166.

•January «January «January «January «January «January

Pro-Choice Week
Jan. 17-23
Apple Pie Day on January 21 will
highlight Pro-Choice
Week
sponsored by the Reproductive
Rights Coalition of Monterey
County. A bus will carry 50
peninsulans to the state capitol to
lobby for the right to have children
by choice.

A public teach-in will be held on
Monday, January 18 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Monterey library and talks and
workshops will round out the week.
The public is invited to participate.
For information call Rosemary
Matson at 659-3758 or Jackie Smith
at 624-3982.

18

monday

22

friday

“New Approaches to Women:
Expanding Our World View to
Literature” discussion led by Polly
Parker of the Open Book bookstore.
All are welcome to attend this noon
group at Hartnell College, Room C165,12-1 p.m.
Lesbian Rap Group begins, 8 p.m.
Topic: Women Owned Business, with
guest speakers from the community
to share their experiences. Call 3721452 or 624-2133.

25

monday

Library Night at the YWCA
Women’s Center library, 5-7 p.m.
June Brindel, author of Ariadne, an
historical novel about the last
priestess queen of Crete, will speak at
the library, 276 Eldorado, Monterey.
Open to everyone.

Demeter deadline for copy.
Reproductive Rights teach-in,
sponsored by the Reproductive
Rights Coalition of Monterey County,
7:30 p.m., Monterey library.

Planned Parenthood Volunteer
Training for clinical assistants,
receptionists, pregnancy counselors
or clinic educators to be held in
Monterey and Salinas. Six three-hour
sessions, January 18,20,22,25,27,29.
For information call 373-1691
(Monterey) or 758-8261 (Salinas).

19

tuesday

Salinas NOW, general meeting,
7:30 p.m., at Allstate Savings and
Loan, 480 South Main.

20

friday

Lesbian Rap Group begins 8 p.m.
Topic: Incest, come share feelings,
attitudes, experiences of this subject
as parent and or child. Call 372-1452
or 624-2133.

30

Saturday

Joy Berta and Walter White

Wednesdays
Parents and Prospective Parents of
young children, a class offering basic
infant care and peer support begins
January 13. The class is offered by
Choice, Inc., at 6 W. Gabilan, Salinas.
Call 758-2910.
Parents Anonymous, a self-help
group for those concerned about their
interaction with their children begins
January 6. Group meets at 6 W.
Gabilan, Salinas. Call 758-2910 for
more information.
Thursdays
Women’s Problem Solving and
Support Group, through mutual
support and brainstorming, women
resolve conflicts they may be ex
periencing in their personal and-or
professional lives. Offered by the
Cypress Institute, cost is $65 per
month and the class meets at 6:30
p.m. Call 372-6242 for an interview.
Gay and Lesbian AA, meets 8-9:10
p.m. at the Monterey Neighborhood
Center, corner of Dickman and
Lighthouse, Monterey.
Mothering Skills-Nursing Mothers
meet at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,
Central and 12th, Pacific Grove, at 10
a.m. on the secopd and fourth
Thursdays of each month.
Fridays
Lesbian Rap Group, a support and
discussion group offering lesbians an
opportunity to share feelings and
experiences in an open environment
and a chance for new friendships.
Topics vary with occasional guest
speakers. The rap also organizes
potlucks, dances and other activities.
Call 372-1452 or 624-2133.
Sundays
Lesbian AA meets 8-9 p.m. at Janus
Recovery House, 202 7th Ave., Santa
Cruz.
Other
Bisexual Support Network meets
first and 16th of each month, 6-10
p.m., at the Louden Nelson Center,
Santa Cruz.

Wednesday

Taking Control — A Class for
Compulsive Eaters, explores food
habits and underlying emotional
reasons for compulsive eating.
Through discussion, fantasy, self
hypnosis and behavior charting
women learn to acknowledge the
problem, accept themselves and take
control of their eating. Cost is $135 for
10 two-hour sessions. To enroll,
contact Cypress Institute at 372-6242.

21

29

Ongoing

thursday

Reproductive Rights Coalition
“Apple Pie Lobbying Day’’ in
Sacramento. Bus leaves Monterey
Peninsula from Del Monte Center at 7
a.m. and returns by 8 p.m. Cost is $14.
For more information or reservations
call Jackie Smith, 624-3982.
“Human Resource Meeting” of the
League of Women Voters. Lunch at
noon, meeting at 12:45 p.m. Reser
vations required. Meeting will be held
at the Pacific Grove Community
Center. Call 625-5404 for reser
vations.

DANCE ARTISTS IN CONCERT

Monterey Peninsula College Main
Theater, 8 p.m.

The following programs will be
aired on radio station KUBO 90.9
FM of special interest to women:

January 5
Violence at Home
What starts as a slap sometimes
results in broken bones. Find out
what resources are available for
victims of domestic violence, 7:45
p.m.
January 13
Blonde
A look at the world of blondes.
Why? Will being a blonde change
your
personality?
This
documentary incorporates music,
interviews, readings and analysis
of the craze to be somebody else —
if only until the coloring wears out,
7 p.m.

January 20
Right to Life
A documentary that emerged
from the 1979 Right-to-Life
National Convention, composed of
well-paced clips from speeches and
interviews, and glued together
with pointed narrative and jazzy
instrumental riffs, 7 p.m.

January 27
Women in the Clergy
In most of the world’s religions,
women have traditionally been
placed in clearly-defined supportive
roles. But tod^iy, many women
have become priests, ministers and
rabbis. This program is about
women’s roles in various religious
denominations, 7 p.m.
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Charlotte Perkins Gilman

The Making of a Radical Feminist
Hill, Mary A. Charlotte Perkins
Gilman: The Making of a Radical
Feminist, 1860-1896. Philadelphia:
Temple University Press, 1980.
By Kate Miller

Charlotte Perkins Gilman was one
of the most creative, influential,
witty, radical American feminists
working and writing in the late
1800s and early 1900s. Her brilliant
mind danced and sparkled across
the whole spectrum of issues which
concerned women’s lives.
Her book, Woman and Economics,
published in 1898, was tremen
dously popular and was translated
into at least six languages. She also
wrote novels, science fiction, essays,
and articles. In addition, she sup
ported herself by giving speeches
and lectures. Her energies were
directed toward organizing for the
women’s movement.
In her writing, she tackled the
patriarchal system head-on, ad
vising women to “reject the slave
mentality.” She said, “Of women

She was determined to support
herself economically, but was given
few practical tools to achieve this
end. Emotionally hurt as a child, she
craved love and attention, but was
unwilling to sacrifice her dignity or
autonomy for the sake of
relationships.
Fighting to make a new world for
women, she was often caught in
paralyzing guilt for not living up to
all the traditional female images
imposed upon her by her time. She
wanted all the things that I want for
my life, but she was facing odds
more difficult than any I have had to
tackle.
She was born into the famous
Beecher family of reformers,
preachers, writers, and educators.
Her parents were mismatched. Her
father, Frederick Beecher Perkins,
was a brilliant but erratic writer
who had married the delicate Mary
Wescott on the rebound from a
disappointment in love. Mary had
been raised to be sheltered and
innocent; after she gave birth to

‘She wanted us to have it all; and in the process of
getting it all, she wanted us to change the world.’

especially have been required the
convenient virtues of a subject
class: obedience, patience, en
durance, contentment, humility,
resignation, temperance, prudence,
industry, kindness, cheerfulness,
modesty, gratitude, thrift and
unselfishness.”
In her view, women needed to
fight for full economic equality and
for socialism, for satisfying work
outside the home, and for sexual
equality in love relationships. She
wanted us to have it all; and in the
process of getting it all, she wanted
us to change the world.
I feel as if this story of Charlotte
Perkins Gilman’s life by Mary Hill is
one of the most important books
that I’ve read in the last year. It is
the portrait of a complicated,
passionate woman with all her
contradictions, pain and am
bivalences as well as her triumphs
and successes. Using personal
diaries and letters as well as interviews with Gilman’s daughter,
Katherine Stetson, Hill presents us
with a whole woman, not a one
dimensional figure.
A new kind of history-biography,
it does not distort Gilman’s intense
emotional attachments to women or
make her love for women invisible.
Because I could see directly into her
life, I found much that was useful for
my own life today, even though I
was reading about events which
happened in the late 1800s.
Much of the book focuses on
Charlotte’s struggle to balance love
and work, to satisfy her emotional
needs for connections in intense
relationships with her drive to do
meaningful work and to be
autonomous in the world. Charlotte
Perkins Gilman was a woman who
came to identify herself as a
“woman supporting woman” yet she
was trapped in a society which
insisted that women be married.
8—Demeter—January, 1982

four children, two of whom died in
infancy, Frederick deserted the
family, to live “freely and fully,”
leaving her to support Charlotte and
an older brother.
Mary had tremendous problems
with poverty, and the family moved
19 times in 18 years. Later
Charlotte was to describe her
mother’s life as “one of the most
painfully thwarted I have ever
known.” Mary was cold in her
suffering; she refused all caresses
from her daughter and often
manipulated
through
guilt.
Charlotte worshipped her father
whom she seldom saw, and loved
her mother intensely, at the same
time rebelling against the feminine,
passive, duty-bound traits which
Mary tried to instill in her.
During her teen-age years,
Charlotte designed an ambitious
home-study program for herself;
she had only attended four years of
formal school, and she was deter
mined to create infinite possibilities
for the future.
Extremely intelligent and full of
fun, she was also emotionally in
secure. Years later, she wrote that
she had never received the at
tention she craved: “tenderness —
never. Never from anyone, and I
wanted it.”
At the age of 21, she was able to
attain economic independence
through painting and teaching. She
also felt exuberant about her
physical fitness which included
running a mile every day and doing
gymnastics. She was intensely in
love with a friend, Martha Luther;
the two young women had bonded
closely and warmly in a relationship
which Charlotte hoped would
become permanent.
However, Martha decided to
marry, and in her diary at the end of
1881, Charlotte wrote, “A year in
which I knew the sweetness of a

perfect friendship and have lost if
forever.” She had not been able to
win against her society’s assum
ptions about how women should
spend their lives. Nine years later,
after six years of marriage and
much suffering, she would write to
Martha: “No one has ever taken
your place, heart’s dearest. No one
has given me the happiness that you
could, the peace, the rest, the ever
present joy. I do. not forget.”
Early in 1882, she met a hand
some young artist, Walter Stetson.
They seemed to have many things in
common; within 17 days he
proposed and for the next three
years they struggled over the issue
of marriage. Charlotte felt afraid of
marrying, but she did not want to be
“selfish,” either. She began to have
depressions; she had turned to
Walter on the rebound from
Martha’s rejection, and really
needed to feel loved and wanted.
Finally, firmly stuffing down her
uncertainties with a regime of
“intensive self-denial from within,”
she agreed to marry him.
After a brief and happy
honeymoon, Charlotte found herself
pregnant almost immediately. She
was sick most of the time, depressed
and lethargic; all of her activities
and intellectual projects ground to a
halt under wifely domestic chores.
Both
her husband and mother
worked to help her, but after her
daughter, Katherine, was born, she
felt worse and worse. Finally, all she
could do was lie on a couch and cry.

A trip to California brought
recovery but she relapsed into
mental illness as soon as she
returned. She was trying as hard as
she could, but she simply wasn’t
fitting into the mold of wife and
mother. She felt both angry and
guilty; her relationship with Walter
deteriorated in spite of both their
efforts.
The only bright spot in her life
was writing. She began publishing
articles in a feminist newspaper,
The Woman's Journal, about the
conflicts for women between
marriage and careers — a conflict
she was unable to resolve for
herself. When she was writing and
exercising she felt energetic and
cheerful;
faced with daily
housework, she was reduced to
tears.
As she got more desperate, a
“rest cure” was prescribed; this
forbad her to do any intellectual
work, and brought her right to the
edge of insanity. Three years later,
in her short story, “The Yellow
Wallpaper,” she recorded the terror
of this time. From within her “grey
fog of depression,” she realized
that she had to get_ out of . her
marriage.
In 1890 she began “her first year
of freedom,” moving to California
with Katherine. Here she became
involved in movements for social
change and discovered that she had
a flair for public speaking. She could
(Continued on page 9)
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Charlotte Gilman—
(Continued from page 8)

reach people forcefully and directly,
speaking from both her heart and
mind.
Out of her painful personal ex
perience, she was saying, “If there
is any real law ... it is each
woman’s law unto herself.”
Now she was surrounded by
women who praised and nurtured
her, and she began to think of
herself as a “woman supporting
woman.” In 1891 she met and fell in
love with Adeline Knapp, and the
two women decided to live together.
Both hoped that the relationship
would be permanent, but there
were many strains; much adverse
publicity about her divorce, money
worries, the illness of Mary Perkins
who came to live with them during a
painful, lingering, fatal bout with
cancer.
Charlotte was determined to
nurse Mary and take care of
Katherine, while at the same time
running a boarding house to earn
money. Delle was supportive, but
problems and jealousies erupted,
and after a series of painful
quarrels, they separated.
Charlotte had tremendous dif
ficulty with intimate relationships,
as a result of scars from her
emotionally deprived childhood; her
rueful analysis of herself was that
people did better with her “at a
distance.”
The more she spoke and wrote,
the more confident she became. Her
public life was becoming more
successful, but personal strains

were still great, and she decided to
send Katherine to live with Walter
and her friend Grace, whom he had
married. This was an intensely
painful decision in its emotional
effects upon both mother and
daughter, and produced guilt for
Charlotte about her “failure” as a
mother as well as widespread public
criticism of her as an “unnatural
mother.”
By 1896, she had a long history of
struggling to live her life according
to her beliefs. She had produced
work of lasting value, had secured
some economic independence, and
had found ways to redefine the old
images of womanhood for herself.
These victories were not without
a price; like many of us today, she
was unable to feel consistently the
self-assurance she projected in
public. Fighting to make a new
world for women, she was often
caught up in paralyzing guilt for not
living up to all the traditional female
images imposed by her time.
Breaking out of old definitions is
never easy; I honor Charlotte
Perkins Gilman for her courage and
determination and willingness to
struggle.
This biography is the first of a
two-volume series, and ends just as
Gilman is becoming a public figure
at the age of 36. I hope that Hill
hurries with the second volume; as I
finished this one I felt I’d come to
know a woman who had fought
against tremendous personal odds
for a vision of a future in which life
would be more gentle for us than it
had been for her.

Women’s Studies at MPC
Monterey Peninsula College
offers a variety of courses of in
terest to women. These courses
vary in length from eight weeks to
the
full
semester,
allowing
flexibility in scheduling. Unless
otherwise stated, the courses below
are for the full term.
Women in ' History, taught by
Karin Strasser-Kaufman, explores
roles of women in various
civilizations from ancient societies
to present. Emphasis is on roles of
American women in the economy,
family life, culture and the arts, and
to their participation in major
political
and
social
reform
movements. Classes are Tuesdays
and Thursdays, 11:10 a.m.-12:30
p.m.
Women in American History,
taught by Kate Miller, is a study of
the social, cultural, economic and
political history of women in the
United States. It is offered in two
sections: one on Tuesday evenings,
7-9 p.m. during the full term; and
also on Monday and Wednesday
mornings, 9:10-11 a.m. February 1May 5.
Images of Women in Western
Culture, taught by Paula But
terfield, examines images and roles
of women implicit in contemporary
Occidental culture and of their
influence upon one’s self image.
Class meets Monday, Wednesday
and Friday, ll:10-noon.
Beginning February 1 and ending
May 5, Images of Women in the
Third World, taught by Kate Miller,
studies women’s lives and the
cultural assumptions which in
fluence their experiences in Africa,

Asia, Mid-East and America. Class
meets Monday and Wednesday
12:10-2 p.m.
Letters-Joumals:
Lives
of
Women in Their Own Words, taught
by Elizabeth Holm, surveys the
emerging genre of letters and
journals, develops ability to analyze
these for content and form and
provides the basis for enriched
personal writing. Class is held
Monday 7-10 p.m.
Sex Roles in Contemporary
Society, taught by Jennifer Birnbach, explores the impact of sex-role
stereotyping on self-image, family
life, education, and job op
portunities; it also covers such
topics as the masculine mystique,
older women, alternative lifestyles,
and new opportunities for women in
sports, arts, politics and the
military. Class is held Wednesdays
7-10 p.m.
Beginning January 28 and ending
March 25, Dealing With Stress,
taught by Diana Case, identifies
stresses with emphasis on complex
roles both in the family and in
outside employment. Course also
explores typical responses to stress
and alternative ways of coping
effectively. Class meets Thursday 710 p.m.
Beginning February 2 and ending
April 27, Women and Assertiveness
Training, taught by P. Poggi, aids
women in sharpening their skills at
asserting themselves and deals with
clarification of assertive, nonassertive and aggressive behavior.
This class is held at the Sunset
Center, Room 8, Carmel, Tuesday 710 p.m.

THE

WOMAN’S

BOOKSHELF
by Polly Parker

We have two contributions from
local readers this month. The first is
of a novel from Morrow Publishers,
submitted by a masked woman who
has chosen Julia Rowan as her penname.
In Noretta Koertge’s Who Was
That Masked Woman? a series of
episodes guides the reader through
approximately 30 years of her main
character’s life. These include
childhood on a small farm; a number
of awakenings in college; “mucking
about” in Chicago; teaching first at a
small college and then in Turkey;
and finally, studying again, in
London.
The author’s use of a palindrome
of her own name for her character is
disruptive in its oddity, especially
when she distinguishes her
character at different ages as
Tretone-6, Tretona-15.
Adding zest and humor to most of
the episodes is Tretona’s impulse to
retain her strong sense of individual
freedom and integrity. This
becomes increasingly difficult as she
leaves the diffuse world of childhood
and enters college.
In terms of relationships, her
farm child naivete is challenged; she
is forced to give things names. This
happens significantly when a
friendship with a woman increases
in intimacy.
The other woman abruptly says,
“. . . but . . . I’m not a ...” and
Tretona realizes that “there were
two kinds of women in the world”
and that her own kind is classified as
lesbian. Furthermore, she doesn’t
“know where her own kind (is).”
Finding out is both exciting and
trying.
In terms of professional goals she
discovers that, after investing many
years in chemistry, for her, it has
become little different from the
drudgery her mother performed
daily at home. Still determined to
escape that, Tretona makes new
choices. Some are bad but she
discards them, as that becomes
obvious to her.

What saves even the most
depressing parts are the narrator’s
analyses of situations. These come
in the form of the author’s
ruminations (which flit erratically
between first and third person) and
advice from various friends her
character encounters. This is the
main value of the book. The
childhood section drags; I found
myself skimming to the erotic parts.
Interest increases in the middle
section. The segments set in Turkey
and London are rich in evocative
detail.
If the author had concentrated on
the London experience, it would
have been an excellent book. Here
thenarrator is finally excited by her
studies. Her relationships are
beginning to mature. And then the
story ends. My disappointment was
salved only by the suggestion in the
last four paragraphs that another
book will follow. It should be worth
looking for.
Julia Rowan
The second is by poet-artistdancer Lambert van Buuren on a
reference work from Naiad Press.
In examining the book Black
Lesbians, an annotated bibliography
compiled by J.R. Roberts, I found a
wealth of information on, for, and
about Blak women.
(Blak spelled this way represents
a culture, rather than a color, and is
a way of undoing some misin
formation.)
As with books dealing with
present times, I also found that this
valuable listing of material in print
already needs a second edition to
follow up on some sections.
The one drawback, in my opinion,
is the title. I feel that it limits
readers from using the book (unless
they wrapped it); there are many
places where a person would not
feel that she could be seen using a
book with that kind of label on it.
I do recommend this book as a
resource for everyone.
Thank you, J.R. Roberts.
Lambert van Buuren

Support
Participate
Learn A Skill

KUBO
90.9FM

KAZU

LISTENER-SUPPORTED RADIO
IN PACIFIC GROVE

KAZU
90.3 FM
WOMEN'S PROGRAMMING

(408) 757-8039
161 MAIN STREET
SALINAS, CA 93902

Women’s Music for Everybody
Sundays 12-3
My Sister’s House
Thursdays 12-3
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Holly Near: The Politics of Hope
By Laurel Duffy

A woman’s love is like a golden
thread. It can weave in and out so
magically. . .
Holly Near has woven a golden
thread through most of our lives, a
thread that connects and heals in
times of strife.
And these are indeed times of
strife. Jerry Falwell is attacking
Our Bodies, Our Selves, the Moral
Majority is attacking everyone:
lesbians, liberals, librarians.
Add to that the resurgence of the
Klu Klux Kian, deregulation of the
nuclear
industry
and
world
preparations for war. The largest
export of the United States, the
Soviet Union, Germany and Brazil is
weapons. The AW ACS sale is thinly
disguised as a guarantee of
petroleum availability. These are
not peacetime manuevers.
We need to do something. My
first inclination is to buy a few acres
in the Canadian wilderness and
disappear. But we all know there
ain’t no where you can run . . .
Sorting through the debris of in
ternational politics makes the
disappearing act seem reasonable,
though. But there are some sources
of hope and inspiration.
Holly Near talked about hope and
fear before her October concert in
Pacific Grove: “My task as a
musician is to provide a dose of
hope, to present the actuality along
with a vision to change it. There are
people who have been working for
social change for a long time. People
who survived the Holocaust,
McCarthy ism, Vietnam. These and

others have the potential to change
things. They have changed things.
Blacks, poor people, women are all
moving.”
What with Reagan and A1 Haig at
the “wheel,” the two hours we
spend at a Holly Near concert may
be the only time we can feel survival
is possible. To be the source of
inspiration to so many seems like a
lot to ask of one person.
As the fog rolled in thicker and
thicker around the Middle School
before the last transfusion Demeter
Productions gave us, I asked Holly
how she sustained the energy to
give to her performances, causes
and composing.
“I feel very lucky to have an
occupation that integrates my life
and my politics. I like the work a lot.
Still the touring schedule is
gruelling: in Davis Saturday night,
Sunday night on the Monterey
Peninsula, and then Santa Barbara
the next night
“I feel as a musician that I want to
be responsible, to take care of
myself physically anf to rise above
daily problems to maintain the
quality of my performances. At the
same time I try not to let the
audience demand more of me than I
am willing or able to give.”
The responsibility shifts to us, the
audience, after the lights go on in
the auditorium. What do we do with
this dose of hope, this shot of in
spiration? The feeling of power, of
córiíidence in effecting social and
political changes is, of course, the
first step in succeeding.
The channel this energy flows
through is not as important as the

flowing itself. Whether I sit at home
in front of my typewriter
politicizing, or sing shouldsr to
shoulder with other women in a San
Luis Obisbo jail is irrelevant. There
is room for both, a need for both.*
Our greatest hope, though, lies in
joining forces — a recurrent theme
in Holly’s music. “I ncourage women
to work together. I think we can
learn an incredible amount working
together. For myself, I am very
careful to choose who I work closely
with, like the pianist I work with,

HOLLY NEAR

who I co-own my record company
with, who I make political decisions
with, who I make love with ....
“Outside of that I am interested in
large groups of people joining
together despite our differences and
conflicts in order to take major
steps toward disarmament, gay and
lesbian rights, ending racism, en
ding anti-Semitism, world food
problems, improving education,
environmental protection, better
health, alternatives to the prison
system, stopping all forms of
violence against women, better
understanding of the power of music
and culture, etc., etc. And I’m not
going to let the hugeness of those
issues discourage me from working
towards their realization!”
Phew, where do we sign up?
Much of the work Holly is talking
about involves coalition. Coalition
with men, minorities, all classes of
people. As an example, Holly uses
radiation — a force that will affect
all of us if we don’t get past some of
our differences and stop this threat
to life on this planet: “When
radiation comes along, it doesn’t say
‘Excuse me, are you a lesbian? If so,
you will be exempt from the
dangers I represent.’ ”
In whatever areas we choose to
do our work the sense of urgency is
becoming more and more profound.
The time of complacency and
huddling in our little safe groups is
past.
You can move to California
Or you can move to Spain
But there ain’t no where you can
run
From the nuclear rain. . . .

film

Two Views of Love
By Judith Watkins

The French Lieutenant's Woman
tells a story about an independent
woman at odds with the suppressive
social conditions of the Victorian era.
The plot centers on Sarah Woodruff
(Meryl Streep) as the rejected French
lieutenant’s woman. Sarah is a
somber, black-cloaked figure who
stands on the sea-wall of Lyme,
England, watching and waiting for
her lover to return.
She is ostracized by the town
speople not so much for the affair
(which was one of the most scandalous
acts a woman could perform in those
days) but for her bold flaunting of it.
This flaunting, along with Sarah’s
beautifully seductive looks and
haunting mystery, is what attracts
Charles Smithsom (Jeremy Irons).
Charles is a well-to-do English
gentleman who is engaged to the
daughter of a wealthy businessman.
He seems relatively content with
his choice of a “lady” until he ac
cidentally sees Sarah on the sea-wall
during a raging storm.
So begins a non-conventional
Victorian relationship based on
Sarah’s initial rebuffs of Charles’
advances and then on her cunning
ability to draw him into an exciting,
clandestine affair.
The movie, however, is not just the
story of Sarah and Charles. John
Fowles, author of the novel on which
the movie is based, relies heavily on
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the present-day narrator in his book
to improve the story by adding
historical and sociological perspective
as well as provide a 20th century
counterpoint to the Victorian
romance.
From what I have read of the
production and direction of this film,
it was an extremely difficult challenge
to translate into film the narrative
szyle of the book. The director, Karel
Reisz, came up with the idea of
turning the narrator into characters
in the movie.
These two modern-day actors
provide the counterpoint to the main
story and allow the viewer to compare
two very different societies. This he
achieved by making a film-within-afilm.
Anna and Mike, also played by
Streep and Irons, are the modern-day
characters used to show this contrast.
This is accomplished by cutting back
and forth between the two love
stories. Anna and Mike are the two
actors who are filming the Sarah and
Charles story. Mike is married, Anna
has a lover. They begin an affair
whi le on location in Lyme.
I felt the Victorian tale was
definitely the more exciting and
imaginative of the two love stories.
The modern-day tale seemed shallow
and trite in contrast but was certainly
effective in demonstrating the dif
ferences of the times.

significance for me as a woman. I
couldn’t help but notice the way
women were portrayed during the
Victorian era. The emptiness on their
faces as they left the factories, the
despair and pain of the insane asylum
and the loneliness and degradation of
the prostitutes on the street. It was a
graphic description of the way many
women lived at that time.
As I left the theater I was acutely
aware that, even though we continue
to struggle for equality today, we
truly have come a long way and I felt,
I highly recommend this film for and still feel, tremendous hope for
everyone; however, it had particular how far we can go in the future.
Sarah plays an intriguing Victorian
woman who does not want to settle as
a lady. She realizes the only way to
beat the social system is to live
outside it. It is through her “feminine
wiles” and cleverness that she invents
a way to escape from the system.
Meryl Streep projects an appealing
blend of restraint and sensuality,
particularly in a memorable scene in
the woods when she reveals her true
story to Charles. She was absolutely
exquisite!

Hartnell Campus Group
Shares Needs and Goals
By Janice Avila

Refusing to let the conclusion of a
lour-week
Re-entry
Women’s
Orientation class spell the end of
their support for one another, eight
women at Hartnell College formed
“Women On Campus” and their
vigor and enthusiasm is catching.
Despite an age span of nearly 40
years,
various
ethnic
and
educational
backgrounds,
and
marital status, the bond of being
women in transition gave them
shared needs and goals.
Officers were chosen, a con
stitution written to satisfy ad
ministrative requirements, posters
went up and goals were set: to
sponsor a guest lecturer series, to
give scholarship aid, and to become
a vehicle for informing women of

campus and community services and
events.
It was agreed to work together to
provide support not only for re
entry women, but traditional
students as well. Together they are
striving to encourage interaction
between women on the campus and
in the community, and are pulling
together
in
friendship
and
cooperation.
Since mid-November, with the
help of Cynthia Obenchain, faculty
advisor, and Alison Paul, they have
reached over 60 women with their
lecture series.
The lecture series continues at
noon on the first and third Friday of
the month with speakers lined up
through May.

classifieds
Classified ads cost $1 for 3 lines. Send copy
along with payment to Demeter, P.O. Box
1661, Monterey, CA, 93940. Ads must reach
us by Jan. 18 for inclusion in the February
issue.

WOMAN IDENTIFIED jewelry in sterling
silver and 14K gold to delight one and all!
Send two 20-cent stamps for brochure. Jane
Sipe, Jeweler, P.O. Box 4852, Santa Rosa,
CA 95402._____________________________
HYPNOSIS FOR WOMEN. Learn self
hypnosis to increase confidence, change
unhealthy habits, and make more satisfying
life decisions. Sliding fees. Call Maggie
Phillips, state certified hypnotherapist and
MFCC, at 1-688-7501 for information._____
PERSONALIZED REPETITIVE TYPING ideal
for fundraising letters, mult resumes proposals. $5 setup-$1/page. 646-0529.
LIFELINE DIET MEALS - low salt, low
calorie, low fat. Available as frozen entrees at
Monterey Nob Hill Market. Also, home
delivery available. For information call 3757335.
PLEXUS, San Francisco Bay Area women’s
newspaper since 1974, brings you monthly
feminist news, reviews, features, communi
ty forum, calendar and more. Sample copy,
$1. Write to Plexus, 545 Athol Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94606.

CLAIRE PARRISH will give a massage
workshop for women on Sunday, Feb. 14.
Time and location to be announced later. For
more information call 375-6484.
BLACK/White, Asian, Hispanic Gays & Les
bians — a group. Write: Quarterly-CP, 279
Collingwood, SF, CA 94114. (415) 431-0458.

PSYCHIC READINGS, psychic healings and
psychic development classes from a female
perspective. Also astrological counseling. Call
Joyce Day at 373-2331

Katherine E. Stoner
Attorney
P.O. Box 128
Pacific Grove

CYPRESS INSTITUTE
offers

373-1993
93950

PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN

NON-SEXIST and feminist counseling. In
dividuals, couples and groups. Diana S.
Case, M.F.C.C. No. 16208. 375-6142.

Stress Management • Assertion Training

Organizational Consultants
Non-Profit Agencies
Joanne B. (Joey) Lasnik, CAVS
757-1836
Mary Ann Lawson, CAVS
625-2760
Staff training, Boardsmanship
Management, Accountability
Evaluation

Complusive Eating • Problem Solving

Women's Changing Roles
for more information, contact:
Claudia Daniels, MFCC
Lynne White Dixon, LCSW
(408) 372-6242

JOAN T. SPEAR, M.S.W.
Licensed Clinical Social
Worker No. L 2803
An expander — not a shrink
20 years experience
Individual, couple, family,
group therapy
899-3703
insurance accepted

563 Figueroa, Monterey

DESIGNING AND building to fit your own
needs — from simple bookcases to com
plete kitchens — also some general carpen
try and repairs. 14 years combined ex
perience. Call Jean, 373-1385, or Martha,
625-3590.
BABY CLOTHES of 100 percent cotton knit.
Locally made by women’s sewing collec
tive. Creeper — $13.75; gown — $12;
kimono — $11. Colors: Ivory, rose, aqua. 3
sizes. Call Susan at 373-1795 or Margaret at
373-6865.

The Clothing Store
125 CENTRAL AVE.
PACIFIC GROVE. CA. 93950
(408) 649-8866

TYPING, accurate, experienced and fast. I do
every job well. Call 384-2777.

Natural Fibers

THE OPEN BOOK, a bookstore featuring
women’s titles, is located at 1184 F Forest,
Pacific Grove.
Karen's Child Care
Days, weekends, evenings
372-9017

Convert Your Power to Degree Credits and Increase Your Earning Potential

VALIDATE YOUR SKILLS

Maggy's Pizza

Professional, Political, Volunteer, Social,
Parenting & Organizing
• Enroll Anytime • Bachelor’s, Master’s or Ph.D. Program
• Free Educational Counseling • Approved Hew Grants Loans

Good Food In A
Comfortable Atmosphere
281 Lighthouse
(near the tunnel)
646 1160

Our Degrees Are Approved by the
California Superintendent of Public Instruction
Write or Call For More Information:

UNIVERSITY WITHOUT WALLS
P.O. Box 5111, Carmel, CA 93921 (408)624-2457

New Hours
4 p.m. to 10-ish
7 Days a Week

(408) 899-2344

Why give to Demeter? The scope of
women’s culture extends beyond
our shoestring budget. Our monthly
income from ads and subscriptions
doesn’t cover our basic expenses.
And our staff is entirely unpaid.
This is why we’re asking you, the
reader, for donations.

Your financial support will enable
Demeter to grow so that we can bet
ter meet your needs. Please send
tax-deductible donations to:
Demeter
229 17th Street
Pacific Grove 93950

SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOME

the Open Book Book Store

□

Edie Broeckelman
Certified Public Accountant

Cafe
Balthazar

170 Forest Ave.
Pacific Grove
(408) 373-1474

WOMEN’S TITLES

$25 pays the phone bill
$35 pays the postage
$100 pays the rent
$175 pays the printing bill

EB

a woman-owned
business

1184-F Forest Ave, Pacific Grove
373-1073
Mon.-Fri. 10-8
Sat.-Sun. 10-6

FOREIGN LANGUAGE BOOKS □SCIENCE FICTION & FANTASY

INVEST IN
A FEMINIST
FUTURE
Your Donation to
Demeter does
many things

□ CLASSICS

BEST SELLERS WOMEN’S TITLES

Talking Bear
GRAPHICS
Type
Darkroom
Design
Layout &
Illustration

229 17th St.
Pacific Grove, CA
93950

646-0844
A California Corporation

Vegetarian,
Fish and
Meat Dishes

Herbarium
Leslie Simon
Ellen Brownstein

602 1/2 LIGHTHOUSE AVENUE

MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA 93940

(408) 375-6313
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